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ABSTRACT 
 This study aims to describe and analyze parenting styles, specifically permissive parenting, as one of 
the determining factors that influence the growth and development of early childhood. Parenting plays 
an important role in shaping children’s personalities, character, as well as the development of their 
social, emotional, cognitive, and language aspects. This research employed a field observation method 
using light interviews, direct observation, and documentation involving three families with diverse 
backgrounds. The focus of the study was directed toward four language aspects—phonology, 
vocabulary, syntax, and semantics—as well as key dimensions of permissive parenting, which include 
parents’ views on rules, disciplinary approaches, emotional relationships, children’s involvement in 
decision-making, and parents’ expectations for their children. However, open and warm 
communication patterns foster a close emotional relationship between parents and children. The 
children feel involved in family decision-making, although they are not yet fully guided to distinguish 
appropriate decisions from less appropriate ones. Parents’ expectations generally focus on giving 
children the freedom to develop according to their interests without firm guidance, which on the one 
hand can support independence and self-confidence but on the other hand may lead to excessive 
permissive behaviour. These findings emphasize the importance of balance in parenting. This study is 
expected to serve as a practical reference for parents, early childhood teachers, and early childhood 
education institutions in designing learning strategies and mentoring patterns that emphasize the 
optimal and balanced development of all aspects of a child’s growth. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Parenting is one of the most significant determining factors in the process of early 

childhood growth and development. In the context of early childhood education, 

parenting not only impacts the formation of character and personality, but also affects 

children's ability to develop social, emotional, cognitive, and linguistic aspects 

(Hanurawan et al., 2024; Kozlova et al., 2024; Rahimah & Koto, 2022). Children in early 

childhood are in a very rapid stage of development, where every stimulation, 

interaction, and family environment becomes an important foundation for the 

formation of children's behavior and basic abilities (Saracho, 2023). 

Based on the observations made in three families with diverse backgrounds, it was 

found that all three parents applied permissive parenting. Permissive parenting is 

characterized by giving children a very broad freedom to express opinions, make 

choices, and make their own decisions without restrictions or strict supervision 

(Nisrofah, 2023;Fitrianto et al., 2025). This is reflected in the findings on children's 

linguistic aspects, which include phonology, vocabulary, syntax, and semantics, 

where most children show a fairly good ability to identify word sounds, pronounce 

words correctly, compose sentences, and understand the meaning of words and 

sentences. 

Observations on the phonology aspect showed that children were able to pronounce 

words clearly although there were some mistakes that could still be tolerated. 

Children's ability to identify word sounds is also relatively good, characterized by 

children's consistency in distinguishing similar word sounds (Iuzzini-Seigel et al., 

2022). In the vocabulary aspect, children are able to recognize familiar words well, and 

some are even able to interpret new words through the guidance of daily interactions 

with parents (Latifah & Safrida, 2025). From the syntactic aspect, simple sentence 

structures can be composed by children although there are still errors in word order. 

Semantic aspects show that children can understand the meaning of sentences, but 

understanding the meaning of words in context still needs to be strengthened through 

parental assistance. 

On the other hand, permissive parenting also has consequences on children's 

behavior. Unlimited freedom and lack of consistency in rules lead to behavioral 

problems, including lack of discipline, children's low understanding of responsibility, 

and children's tendency to have difficulty distinguishing appropriate and 

inappropriate behavior from the prevailing norms (Owaidah et al., 2022;Imran et al., 

2023). Findings on the dimensions of permissive parenting such as parents' views on 

rules, disciplinary approaches, emotional relationships, children's involvement in 

decision-making, and parental expectations, show that parents emphasize warmth, 

togetherness, and respect for children's freedom. Children are often involved in 

household decision-making, albeit without explicit direction to distinguish which 

decisions are appropriate (Birchley, 2021;Cheng et al., 2022). 

This condition is an important basis for understanding that permissive parenting can 

have both positive and negative impacts. On the one hand, this pattern can support 
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the growth of independence, self-confidence, children's courage in expressing their 

opinions, and building emotional closeness with parents (Elshanum, 2024;Lailin, 

2024). But on the other hand, this pattern has the potential to weaken the aspects of 

discipline, clarity of behavioral boundaries, and children's responsibility. Therefore, 

permissive parenting requires a counterbalance in the form of clear rule enforcement, 

educational consequences, and consistent direction from parents (Yanxue & Bhaumik, 

2024;Dumaru et al., 2025). Through this background, researchers hope that the results 

of the study can contribute to parents, educators, and early childhood education 

institutions to better understand the importance of balanced parenting. Proper 

parenting is expected to support the optimization of children's potential in all aspects 

of development, so that children are able to grow into independent, confident, yet 

purposeful and responsible individuals (Brooks, 2023;Hanif, 2023). 

METHODS  
This research uses a descriptive qualitative approach with field observation method as 
the main technique in data collection (Afriani et al., 2025). This method was chosen 
because it is suitable for describing in depth how parenting, especially permissive 
parenting, is applied in the daily lives of early childhood, as well as how it affects 
aspects of children's linguistic and behavioral development This research design is 
descriptive qualitative with a focus on describing facts and phenomena in the field 
based on real findings. The researcher acts as a key instrument in the data collection 
process through direct observation, light interviews, and documentation. This 
research does not use experimental treatment, but rather describes the situation as it 
is according to the data obtained. The research subjects consisted of three families who 
have early childhood with an age range of 4-6 years. The three families were selected 
purposively with the consideration that the parents of these children apply permissive 
parenting. Data collection techniques used three methods, namely: Direct 
Observation, Light Interview, Documentation Data collection instruments in the form 
of observation guides, open-ended interview questionnaires, and observation 
recording formats developed by researchers based on linguistic indicators (phonology, 
vocabulary, syntax, and semantics) and aspects of permissive parenting The data 
obtained were analyzed descriptively qualitatively with the stages of data reduction, 
data presentation, and conclusion drawing. Data reduction was carried out by sorting 
out relevant data according to the research theme, followed by data presentation in 
the form of tables, narrative descriptions, and summaries of the main findings. 
Conclusions were drawn by formulating the relationship between permissive 
parenting and the results of observations of language development, behavior, and the 
dynamics of children's interactions with parents.To ensure data validity, researchers 
applied source and method triangulation techniques. Triangulation was carried out by 
comparing the results of interviews with direct observations and documenting each 
process as supporting evidence. Validation of validity was also strengthened by peer 
discussion and field supervisors to minimize interpretation bias. 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION  

The results of this study present findings based on observations, interviews, and 

documentation that have been conducted on three family subjects who apply 

permissive parenting in early childhood. The research findings are described based 
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on aspects of children's language development and the dimensions of permissive 

parenting identified during the observation process. 

Description of Observation Results of Children's Language Aspects 

Phonological Aspects 

 The observation results showed differences in the phonological abilities of the three 

children. Keziaro and Julio showed relatively good phonological abilities with an 

average score of 4-5 on indicators of word pronunciation, identification of word 

sounds, intonation, and differentiation of similar word sounds. In contrast, Jeslin still 

showed limitations in some aspects, especially in pronouncing words with the right 

intonation. 

Indicator Keziaro Jeslin Julio 

Word 
pronunciation 

4  (Good) 2 (Not good) 4 (Good) 

Word sound 
identification 

5 (Very good) 3 (Good enough) 4 (Good) 

Sentence 
indicators 

4  (Good) 2 (Not good) 4 (Good) 

Similar sound 
distinction 

5 (Very good) 4  (Good) 4 (Good) 

In general, Keziaro's phonological ability is more developed due to the support of 

responsive daily communication and the freedom of expression given by parents. 

Vocabulary 

In the vocabulary aspect, the three children have variations in their ability to recognize 

familiar words and interpret new words. Keziaro showed the ability to identify 

familiar words at a very good level (score 5) while Julio showed the lowest result 

(score 2) on the same indicator. 

Indicator Keziaro Jeslin Julio 

Familiar word 
identification 

5 (Very good) 3 (Good enough) 2 (Not good) 

New word 
definition 

3 (Good 
enough) 

4 (Good) 4 (Good) 

 

This data shows that permissive communication patterns, although providing a wide 

space for expression, require consistent assistance so that children are maximized in 

enriching vocabulary. 

Syntactic Aspects 

 In syntactic ability, all three children were able to compose sentences with the correct 

basic structure. Keziaro has the highest score in sentence construction (5) while Jeslin 

tends to have syntactic skills that still need strengthening. 
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Indicator  Keziaro Jeslin Julio 

Constructing 
Sentences 

5 (Very good) 3 (Good enough) 4 (Good) 

Identify 
sentence 
structure 

3 (Good enough) 3 (Good enough) 4 (Good) 

The sentence structure used by parents tends to be declarative and imperative with a 

soft tone, showing the characteristics of permissive parenting that facilitates children's 

freedom of speech without many restrictions. 

Semantic Aspects 

In the semantic aspect, Keziaro has the ability to interpret sentences correctly and 

consistently (Score 5). However, the ability to identify the meaning of words in context 

is still low in all three children, especially Jeslin and Julio. 

Indicator Keziaro  Jeslin 

Interpreting 
sentences 

5 (Very good) 3 (Good 
enough) 

Identify the 
meaning of words 
in context 

2 (Not good) 2 (Not good) 

This shows the need for more emphasis on providing real context in the use of 
language so that the meaning can be fully understood. 

Dimensions of Permissive Parenting 

 The results also highlighted several indicators of the dimensions of permissive 

parenting applied by the three parents, namely views on rules, approaches to 

discipline, emotional relationships, children's involvement in decisions, and parental 

expectations. 

Indicator Keziaro Jeslin Julio 

View of rules 5 (Very 
good) 

5 (Very good) 2 (Not good) 

Disciplinary 
approach 

3 (Good 
enough) 

5 (very good) 4 (Good) 

Emotional 
connection 

5 (Very 
good) 

3 (Good enough) 4 (Good) 

Involvement in 
decisions 

5 (Very 
good) 

3 (Good enough) 4 (Good) 

Parental 
expectations 

5 (Very 
good) 

4 (Good) 5 (Very 
good) 

In general, permissive parenting in the three families is shown through the granting 
of broad freedom, emotional warmth, children's involvement in household decision-
making, and parents' expectations for children to develop with full independence. 
However, on the other hand, inconsistent boundaries and rules have the potential to 
cause undisciplined behavior in children. 
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Other Qualitative Findings 
Field data shows that permissive parents tend to: More often use expressions of 
approval such as “It's okay”, “It's up to you”, or “It's okay”. Rarely give strict 
consequences for minor rule violations. Allow children to be actively involved in 
choosing activities, although not always directed. Being a friend to the child to create 
emotional attachment. This situation contributes positively to children's self-
confidence and independence. But without firm direction, children risk growing up 
with blurred behavioral boundaries. 

Summary of Research Results 
Based on the data obtained, it can be concluded that permissive parenting provides 
opportunities for children to develop in terms of freedom of opinion, language skills, 
and autonomy in making simple decisions. However, this parenting pattern also has 
challenges in the aspect of instilling discipline and consistency in habituation of 
orderly behavior. The results of this study are expected to be a basis for consideration 
for parents and educators to combine permissive parenting with strengthening rules, 
mentoring, and applying educational consequences so that children grow up with a 
balance between freedom and responsibility. The discussion focuses on an in-depth 
interpretation of parenting, particularly permissive parenting, as a determining factor 
affecting early childhood growth and development based on field observation 
findings. The discussion relates the research results to parenting theory and its 
relevance to early childhood education literature. 

Permissive Parenting as the Dominant Pattern 
 The results showed that the three families of the research subjects actually applied 
permissive parenting, which is characterized by giving children wide freedom in 
making choices, making decisions, and expressing opinions without strict limits or 
rules. This is in accordance with Diana Baumrind's theory, which defines permissive 
parenting as a parenting style that provides the widest possible freedom with very 
minimal control. This finding is supported by the data that all parents provide space 
for children to be actively involved in simple decision-making at home, albeit without 
strict direction. For example, Keziaro was given the freedom to decide on daily 
activities without clear boundaries. Similar conditions are also seen in Jeslin and Julio 
who are often given freedom although in some aspects such as rule compliance, the 
results are still low. 

The Impact of Permissive Parenting on Linguistic Aspects 
Permissive parenting applied by parents in this study is proven to support children's 
linguistic development, especially aspects of phonology, syntax, vocabulary, and 
semantics. Children like Keziaro show good phonological and syntactic skills, this is 
attributed to the open, warm and responsive communication patterns of parents. The 
freedom of children to speak, ask questions, and express their desires without fear of 
scolding stimulates the development of speech, word pronunciation, and sentence 
construction. This is in line with Vygotsky's theory that warm and free social 
interactions support children's language development. However, some weaknesses 
were also found. The ability to identify the meaning of words in context was still low 
in all three children. This shows that language freedom needs to be balanced with 
systematic assistance so that children understand the meaning of words not only 
literally but also in the context of conversation. 
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Limitations of Permissive Parenting on Discipline and Responsibility 
Although permissive parenting supports children's courage in speaking and 
expressing opinions, the observation results also found that the aspects of discipline 
and responsibility of children were not optimal. On the indicator of views on rules, 
Julio even showed a low score due to a lack of acceptance of basic rules. Meanwhile, 
Keziaro and Jeslin showed inconsistent discipline. This phenomenon confirms 
Baumrind's theory, which highlights that permissive parenting risks fostering 
permissive behaviors in children, such as low self-control, difficulty in obeying rules, 
and confusion in distinguishing appropriate and inappropriate behavior. The results 
support previous findings that permissive parents tend to use a lax approach to 
discipline, rarely apply consequences, and prioritize warm emotional relationships 
without being balanced by firm behavioral boundaries. 

Emotional Relationships and Child-Parent Attachment 
Field data showed that the three parent subjects had close emotional relationships 
with their children. This form of relationship can be seen from the habit of parents 
listening to children's stories, giving hugs, and rarely using high tones when giving 
directions. Keziaro, for example, is always involved in household activities and 
decision-making, so he feels valued. This attachment is in line with the humanistic 
approach in early childhood education which emphasizes the importance of 
unconditional acceptance and respect for the individual. This approach supports the 
development of children's self-esteem, self-confidence and independence. 

Implications of Research Results 
The results of this study show that permissive parenting can support the development 
of children's linguistic aspects through open communication and ample opportunities 
for opinion. However, the application of this parenting pattern needs to be 
complemented by enforcing rules, mentoring, and providing educational 
consequences so that children do not lose the boundaries of appropriate behavior. 
Thus, permissive parenting cannot be applied singularly without adjustment. Parents 
need to combine it with elements of democratic parenting that balance freedom with 
responsibility, clear rules, and the application of logical consequences. The practical 
implications of this research can be the basis for parents, PAUD educators, and 
educational institutions to design parenting education programs that emphasize the 
importance of parenting balance. With this understanding, parents are expected to be 
able to build warm communication, openness, and consistency of rules to support 
optimal child development. 

Conclusion  
Based on the results of observations and in-depth analysis, it can be concluded that 
parenting has a very significant role as a determining factor for early childhood 
growth and development. The findings of this study show that permissive parenting 
is the dominant pattern applied by the three subject families, with the main 
characteristics of giving children wide freedom, lack of strict rules, and a loose and 
inconsistent approach to discipline. Permissive parenting has a positive impact on 
several aspects of child development, especially linguistic development. The children 
involved in this study showed relatively good phonology, vocabulary, syntax and 
semantic skills. This can be seen from their ability to pronounce words with the right 
intonation, recognize word sounds, construct sentences, and understand the meaning 
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of new words. Freedom of speech and a warm two-way communication relationship 
between parents and children proved to stimulate children's courage to express 
themselves, express their opinions, and build self-confidence. However, observations 
also revealed the consequences of permissive parenting without consistent rules. 
Children did not seem to have a strong understanding of behavioral boundaries, self-
discipline, and responsibility. This is reflected in the low scores of several indicators, 
such as children's acceptance of rules, consistency of discipline, and ability to 
distinguish appropriate behavior. Children tend to be free in making decisions 
without adequate direction from parents, potentially leading to continued permissive 
behavior. 

In addition, a close emotional relationship between parents and children is proven to 
provide a sense of security, appreciation, and good attachment. Parents' involvement 
in listening to children's opinions and including children in family decision-making 
are positive practices that support children's psychosocial development. Thus, this 
study emphasizes the importance of balance in parenting. Permissive parenting can 
be part of a communication pattern that supports children's language development, 
self-confidence and independence, but must be balanced with elements of democratic 
parenting that emphasize consistency of rules, the application of educational 
consequences, and the provision of clear directions. The right combination of 
parenting can help children grow with a balance between freedom of expression and 
an understanding of social responsibility. This research is expected to be a reference 
for parents, PAUD educators, and early childhood education institutions to optimize 
parenting patterns that support holistic child development. In the future, these 
findings can be used as the basis for developing parent education programs and more 
targeted learning interventions so that children not only develop in terms of freedom 
and creativity, but also have the character of discipline, responsibility, and adequate 
social skills in everyday life. 
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